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Singtel Grace Paul 

Synamedia Simon Kim 

Viaccess-Orca Christine Maury-Panis 

VSTV/K+ Thuy Pham Thanh 

Vuulr Andrew Marshall 

WarnerMedia Annabel Archer 

WarnerMedia Esther Peh 
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WarnerMedia Sheryl Kang 

WarnerMedia Shobhna Bajaj 
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1. India Regulatory Framework 

In late February, the Indian government announced sweeping changes to digital media rules, giving the Ministry 

of Information and Broadcasting (MIB) and Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (Meity) the power 

to block and take down online content.  

 

The issue which has received the most attention is the regulation of online curated content and digital news 

through a three-tier mechanism, which is at the top overseen by a government committee that can overturn the 

decisions of the lower-tier regulatory bodies comprised of industry players and a retired court judge. 

 

Several court cases are already challenging the new guidelines, on the basis that the Information Technology Act 

underpinning them have no provisions for online curated content or digital news. The Supreme Court has asked 

for these cases to be grouped together for hearing in order to deliver a holistic ruling. They have asked the lower 

level courts to transfer all related cases to them and the hearing is expected to take place mid-April.  

 

Other related changes, such as the National Broadcasting Policy and tariff order amendment, have not been 

discussed as much since the focus is on the content regulations. While the Bombay High Court has received an 

order to expedite the new tariff order case, the verdict is unlikely to come within the next two months as the 

Bombay Court tends to process cases slower compared to other courts. 

 

Esther Peh (WarnerMedia) noted that the Parliament has been commenting on the guidelines and asked how that 

could develop. Anjan Mitra (AVIA) responded that this was more a gesture of the Parliament’s support towards 

the government’s intent to regulate OTT platforms, rather than an indication of further involvement. While there 

is some talk of potential censorship via the new guidelines, there has not been much partisan divide on the issue. 

We will have to wait and see for further developments. 

  

2. Update on Country Seminars  

 

Over the past few months, AVIA has held virtual seminars on online content regulation with government officials 

from various countries. In February, John Medeiros (AVIA) had a virtual discussion with the Philippines’ Movie and 

Television Review and Classification Board (MTRCB), which was broadcasted and uploaded for public viewing. Last 

week, John, Clare Bloomfield and Louis Boswell (AVIA) held a virtual meeting session with the Pakistan 

Telecommunication Authority (PTA) where they presented on OCC regulations in Asia Pacific countries and the 

OCC Governance Framework.  

 

The policy team is also in the process of organizing a virtual Indonesia Policy Roundtable, which will address online 

content regulation issues in Indonesia, and targets mainly Indonesian regulators as well as academics and industry 

players involved in the Indonesian market.  

 

If any members are interested in attending the Roundtable, please email John (john@avia.org), Clare 

(clare@avia.org) or Emily (emily@avia.org) for further details. 

 

 

 

mailto:john@avia.org
mailto:clare@avia.org
mailto:emily@avia.org
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3. Vietnam Update 

 

There have been no new developments on Decree 6 or the Cinema Law since AVIA’s last engagement with the 

Vietnamese government in January. With the new ministers to assume positions in April, AVIA needs to continue 

engaging with the Ministry of Information and Communications (MIC) and the Ministry of Culture, Sports and 

Tourism (MCST). Vu Tu Thanh (AVIA) believes that the new Minister at the MCST will likely be more receptive to 

AVIA’s comments about the Cinema Law. The MIC Minister will however remain the same. In a prior meeting with 

Thanh, the Director General of the Cinema Department also positively responded to the suggestion of a new 

approach in the Cinema Law. It is expected that Decree 6 will be parked pending the passage of the Cinema Law.  

 

Trevor Fernandes (Motion Picture Association) asked how the industry could help further facilitate the new 

ministers to take a new approach towards the Cinema Law. 

 

Thanh said that the key was to help the new ministers redefine national interest from the perspective of state-

owned enterprises to local producers in Vietnam. The local producers, whose content is consumed much more in 

the local market compared to state producers, have a different perspective on OCC regulations and desire for 

more liberal rules, which is in line with AVIA’s stance. To further engage the two ministries, the plan is to produce 

a report on the local content industry and organize roundtables and workshops. 

 

4. Singapore Conduct Code (Cross-Carriage) 

 

AVIA made a submission to the Info-communications Media Development Authority (IMDA) mid-March on their 

draft Code of Practice for Telecommunication and Media Services, which proposed to remove the Cross-Carriage 

Mechanism for all TV content except for live events such as sports. In the submission, AVIA advocated for removing 

the Cross-Carriage Mechanism for all content genres, including live sports. While IMDA has received the 

submission, it is unlikely that they will be receptive to AVIA’s comments as they have enough political support for 

the current provisions, especially since there are local TV companies that hold an opposite view from AVIA. Grace 

Paul (Singtel) believes that IMDA will implement the Code of Practice soon, at least by the end of the year, as the 

draft is fully developed and IMDA did not receive many comments. 

 

5. CAP Update 

 
Philippines 
 
House Bills in IP Code Amendments 

 

In the Philippines, CAP has engaged with government officials on a set of consolidated House Bills (No. 1597, 8062 

and 8620) in the IP Code Amendments, which will include provisions for administrative site blocking. In the 

congressional hearing for the Special Committee on Creative Industries and Performing Arts on March 4th, CAP 

gave a presentation on administrative site blocking. Following the hearing, CAP and several AVIA members met 

with House Representative and Committee Chair Sharon Garin and Director General of the Intellectual Property 

Office of the Philippines (IPOPHL) Rowel Barba, both of whom confirmed their support of administrative site 

blocking in the House Bills. Director General Barba also confirmed in the meeting that Senator Juan Angara would 

author a counterpart Senate Bill mirroring the consolidated House Bill. 
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The consolidated House Bill will be submitted to the House of Representatives by end of March/early April. If the 

Bill is largely supported, it will go through a third hearing and then be passed onto the Senate. Representative 

Garin is hopeful that this can be achieved by end of March. 

With the counterpart Senate Bill, Director General Barba is hopeful that the Senate Bill can pass into law by the 

end of the year. However, with the Senate election processes scheduled in the following months this timeline may 

be difficult to achieve. 

Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for Site Blocking 

In addition to the consolidated House Bills, Director General Barba is also looking to sign a MOA for site blocking 

between IPOPHL, Globe, Smart/PLDT, DITO and the National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) in 

April. Globe will be reaching out Commissioner Gamaliel Cordoba of NTC and Smart/PLDT, while Director 

General Barba will be reaching out to DITO. 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for Cooperation 

IPOPHL and AVIA will be signing a MOU on April 8th to establish cooperative practices between the two parties. 

The MOU will establish that AVIA will provide training and resources for anti-piracy efforts and develop a piracy 

monitoring and site blocking framework for IPOPHL. 

Singapore 

CAP has been following the Ministry of Law’s proposed copyright amendments and indicated to the ministry the 

view that the current provisions are insufficient. CAP and other industry players held a meeting with the ministry 

on March 22nd, outlining the following issues with the amendments: 

• Retailers have no ‘control’ over access to content.

• Retailers do not have ‘knowledge’ of which online locations (defined as Flagrantly Infringing Online

Locations, FIOLs) are connected to or facilitate access to content.

• The requirement for rightsholders to send notices to FIOL owners would be difficult to implement in

reality, as there are many technical nodes/FIOLs involved in ISDs and pirate applications (which could

include legal services), and it is unclear and unreasonable to expect retailers to know which of these FIOLs

to send notice to.

• The evidence and knowledge requirements prior to the amendments was more practical and effective for

rightsholders and had effectively charged the defendant in the Synnex case.

The Ministry of Law appeared receptive to CAP and industry feedback and responded with the following: 

• They clarified that purpose of amendments were to ensure that retailers of ISDs and pirate applications

could be caught, without inadvertently criminalizing the sellers of TV boxes that could be modified by

others to access infringing content.

• They clarified there would be no need for rightsholders to get a court order to show a device or service is

linked to an FIOL, which is why the definition of an FIOL was kept as broad as possible, so that it would
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include a primary source for accessing infringing content but could also cover a source that facilitates the 

infringement. 

• They will review the requirement for rightsholders to send notice to FIOL owners. 

• They were receptive to concerns on evidence and knowledge requirements for FIOLs and suggested they 

may come up with an alternate term, with emphasis on not criminalizing the innocent seller of TV boxes. 

 

The meeting helped the ministry understand the technical difficulties in attempting to translate concepts from 

the site blocking law to apply to ISDs and pirate applications. 

 

The next step for CAP is to write a submission to the ministry, which is due on April 8th. 

 
Vietnam 
 

After speaking at a conference on successful examples of anti-piracy efforts in Southeast Asia earlier this year, 

Neil has been invited speak at a three-day government workshop on IP Rights with the Vietnam Ministry of Public 

Security. The presentation also received interest from US government officials, and Neil has connected with an 

FBI attache at the US Embassy in Hanoi who is interested in further engaging with the Vietnamese government on 

piracy issues. 

 
6. Upcoming Events 

 

There are several virtual events over the next few months which may be of interest to AVIA members.  

 

Piracy Over the Top 29 March  
(3-6pm HKT)  

OTT Summit 
There will be a post Summit session at the Grand Hyatt Hotel on April 1st, with 50 
slots available for delegates on a random draw basis. 

29 March – 1 April 
(9:30am-12:30pm HKT)  

Indonesia Policy Roundtable Date TBC 

Webinar on Championing Asian Representation in the US Entertainment Industry 
(Hosted by Asia Society) 

15 April 
(8-9am HKT) 

Philippines in View Conference  18 May 

 

7. AOB 

The next meeting will be held mid-May. 

https://ottsummit.asia/
https://ottsummit.asia/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/3616159196603/WN_RwfZNukCQ9uzEDHrYnAz5A?mc_cid=05759bdd71&mc_eid=7296fd2d51

