
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regulatory and Anti-Piracy Committee Meeting Summary 
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NBCUniversal Gidon Freeman 
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Singtel Grace Paul 
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1. Committee Leadership Matters 

Joe Welch (Disney) announced his departure from being Co-Chair of the Regulatory and Anti-Piracy Committee. 

He nominated Gidon Freeman (NBCUniversal) as the new Co-Chair. The nomination was supported by current Co-

Chair Grace Paul (Singtel) and seconded by Matt Kurlanzik (Disney). Grace asked for any other nominations from 

attending members and did not receive any. She announced Gidon as the new Co-Chair of the Regulatory and 

Anti-Piracy Committee. 

 

2. AVIA Governance Framework for Online Curated Content (OCC) 

John Medeiros (AVIA) gave a summary of AVIA’s Governance Framework for OCC Services, which was previously 

presented at the Policy Roundtable and the Asia Video Summit in early November. A copy was circulated to 

Committee members and is also available for download on the AVIA website (avia.org/download-centre/). The 

Governance Framework, developed by AVIA with members of the Policy Advisory Council, is a set of guidelines for 

regulating OCC services from the industry to inform governments in the APAC region, many of which are currently 

developing regulations for OCC amidst its rising popularity in the COVID pandemic. The Framework places 

emphasis on content control by the consumer, effective consumer feedback mechanisms and the exclusion of 

prohibited content on OCC platforms, presents an alternative to strict regulation and proposes ongoing dialogue 

with regulators.  

 

3. Policy Roundtable Debrief 

The Policy Roundtable was held virtually on 4 November 2020 and had around 100 attendees, with ten 

governments represented. It received positive feedback from attendees, however, the level of engagement, 

especially from regulators, was lower than desired. Regulators from India and Indonesia were also not in 

attendance. John remarked that, while the 2020 Roundtable was a successful event, the virtual medium was 

inadequate for fulfilling the intention of facilitating dialogue with regulators, as without an attractive physical 

venue the regulators had less incentive to attend, and it was also difficult to gauge feedback/reaction from 

regulators with the one-way transmission of a virtual conference. For future Roundtables, John recommended 

returning to a physical platform, if possible. 

 

4. Country Updates on OCC 

Vietnam 

A meeting between the Ministry of Information and Communication (MIC) and industry stakeholders discussing 

Decree 6, Decree 72 and Decree 181 took place on November 11th. John, who remotely observed the meeting, 

provided a summary of the meeting, a written copy of which has been circulated to Committee members. The 

meeting was largely concentrated on the Decree 6 amendment to regulate online content services. The new 

Decree 6 draft has removed requirements on translation and local content quotas. However, stringent licensing, 

the requirement to establish a local entity and content pre-censorship continue to be included. AVIA’s Vietnam 

consultant Vu Tu Thanh highlighted these areas as problematic to the regulators during the meeting. However, 

the regulators did not appear to concede in their requirements. Thanh does not think that the issuance of Decree 

6 will happen soon as the draft has not yet been sent to the Minister for review. Grace asked John what was the 

government’s attitude towards negotiation on Decree 6; John replied that there are certainly officials who are 

keen on bringing pay TV regulations onto OCC, but the decree has also been held off for several years. Overall, the 

future attitude of the government towards amending Decree 6 is still ambiguous. 

 

http://www.avia.org/download-centre/
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Taiwan 

In Taiwan, recent developments on OCC regulation have been positive. The Ministry of Culture and the NCC have 

publicly expressed their support for a self-regulatory code published by the New Media Entertainment Association 

(NMEA) in Taiwan. The NMEA code is consistent with the ASEAN code and AVIA’s Governance Framework. The 

new draft law published by the NCC shows that while they are still intending to regulate OCC, their approach has 

substantially relaxed after the Ministry of Economic Affairs legislated a ban on mainland Chinese investment. The 

NCC spoke at AVIA’s Policy Roundtable as well, during which they mentioned that they may start considering the 

regulation of social media and user generated content, but it is not intended to be included in the OCC draft law. 

Grace asked whether Taiwan has legislation on fake news, to which John replied that he is not aware of any, 

although the NCC has previously regulated TV broadcasters in Taiwan for taking content off Facebook to report 

as news.  

India 

India’s government recently brought the regulation of OTT platforms under the purview of the Ministry of 

Information and Broadcasting (MIB), while the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) will be 

regulating the technological and carriage aspects of the online platforms. AVIA’s India consultant Anjan Mitra 

predicts that the government will likely mandate regulations, which has the potential to be very stringent. 

Previously, the government had expressed disapproval of self-regulation. The government does not acknowledge 

the IAMAI Code and believes that existing self-regulatory bodies such as the News Broadcasting Standards 

Authority (NBSA) will not work as they do not have legal powers to enact penalties. Anjan said that as of now it 

remains unclear how MIB intends on regulating OCC. 

Indonesia 

There has not been much progress in Indonesia regarding OCC regulation, as the government has been 

preoccupied with the Omnibus Law. At the most recent - and last - hearing, only one expert spoke and was in 

agreement that the Broadcasting Act should not apply to online content.  AVIA is currently considering virtual 

outreach efforts to the Indonesian regulators. 

Thailand 

Clare Bloomfield (AVIA) recently spoke at a Thai virtual conference held by Time Consulting, where she presented 

AVIA’s OCC Governance Framework. Many NBTC officials were present and feedback indicated that they found 

the presentation very useful. A copy of the Framework was distributed to the conference attendees. 

 

5. Possible Follow Up to OCC Governance Framework?  

John said that for further follow up action, he will be writing individual letters to regulators to convey the 

Governance Framework and is planning for future AVIA events to promote the Governance Framework to 

regulators. 

 

6. Copyright Changes Coming?  India, Singapore, Philippines. Other? 

India 

In July, AVIA wrote a submission to the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) against 

the decriminalization of the Copyright Act. Recently, the DPIIT has informally reached out to stakeholders to 

comment on the necessity of amending the Copyright Act, including AVIA. Clare has sent an email to members 

asking if they have any comments on the Act. So far there have been no responses. The deadline for submissions 
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is November 30th. Please contact Clare (clare@avia.org), ideally by November 23rd, if you have comments to 

include in a submission. 

Singapore 

AVIA CAP sent a submission to the Ministry of Law in mid-September with recommendations on copyright 

legislation, specifically to open the draft Copyright Bill for public consultation as soon as possible, to ensure that 

in the legislation copyright holders are able to apply against intermediaries, and to increase the efficiency of their 

site blocking protocol. The Ministry of Law has sent CAP a thank you letter in response to the submission. 

Philippines 

CAP, in collaboration with Globe Telecom, made a submission to the Senate on the Senate Bill 497 for minor 

amendments. In mid-October, Globe, with assistance from CAP, arranged a virtual town hall meeting where the 

Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines (IPOPHL) and the press were in attendance. Several senators and 

congressmen were originally slotted to attend as well, but the plan fell through and only the Senate’s Chief of 

Staff attended. The Chief of Staff was given a recording of the meeting and a copy of the presentations so that the 

senators not in attendance could review the meeting in their own time. During the meeting, Neil Gane (CAP) spoke 

on the successful Indonesian and Malaysian site blocking model and encouraged the Philippines to adopt a similar 

model. The Philippines YouGov survey on piracy was released on the same day and the press responded to it in a 

favorable manner. In a subsequent EU IPO conference, IPOPHL also mentioned that they were amending the 1998 

IP Code and intended to include provisions for a one ministry, fast tracked site blocking protocol. Carlo Santos 

(Globe) said that there have been no updates since as the government is preoccupied with managing damages 

from the recent typhoons. 

Separately, CAP is working on a Memorandum of Understanding with IPOPHL for forensic training and monitoring 

mechanisms to enact site blocking. CAP has also given IPOPHL access to the CAP Data Portal, which they have 

responded positively towards.  

 

7. CAP Update 

Neil gave a summary of the virtual events hosted by CAP recently, including the State of Piracy Summit, with over 

150 attendees, and the invite-only Anti-Piracy Sports Roundtable with over 50 attendees. At the Asia Video 

Industry Summit, Neil also presented the Director General of Kominfo Semuel Abrijani Pangerapan with the 

Outstanding Award and the Director General had expressed that their department is keen to continue improving 

their identification and blocking services.  

 

8. Upcoming Webinars 

AVIA has two upcoming webinars to be held in December. The first webinar, as a part of AVIA’s privacy webinar 

series, will be on the recently passed referendum in California that introduces significant changes to their privacy 

regime. The second webinar will be on social change and the video industry in Southeast Asia, which focuses on 

how social change has affected the content of the Southeast Asian media industry and what developments to 

expect in the future. 

 

9. Publications Roundup – Wallchart, Matrices, etc. 

AVIA recently completed the Regulatory Survey 2020, and has digitally published the members-only booklet OCC 

TV Policies in Asia summarizing OCC regulations in the 19 surveyed markets. A copy has been circulated to 

mailto:clare@avia.org
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Committee members and is available for download on the AVIA website as well. The Asia Video Industry Report 

2021 has also been published on the AVIA website for download.  

The Policy team is in the process of updating the online pay TV and OCC matrices, which will be ready by next 

week at the earliest. New surveyed markets include the European Union and Pakistan. The Pay TV Wallchart will 

also be updated and published in around a month. If you would like a printed copy of the new wallchart, please 

contact Emily (emily@avia.org).  

 

10. AOB 

The next Regulatory and Anti-Piracy Committee meeting will be held in January. 

mailto:emily@avia.org

