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1. Update on New OCC Laws and Regulations 
 
Taiwan 
AVIA has written to the Chair of the National Communications Commission (NCC) to address industry concerns 
regarding their draft legislation on Internet Audiovisual Services. We understand there will be a public 
consultation of the draft later this month. 
 
Korea  
AVIA has also written to the Ministry of Science and ICT (MSIT) addressing industry concerns regarding the 
recent amendments to the Telecommunications Business Act. In the letter, AVIA highlighted the international 
interests involved and how the amendments would be detrimental to Korea’s reputation.  
The next step is to wait for the draft regulation/consultation paper from MSIT to be published, which will allow 
AVIA to formally engage with MSIT again when they are actively consulting industry players. Kende and 
Abecassis’ white paper report for the Korea Internet Corporations Association (circulated earlier) provides a 
clear outline of the issues at stake in Korea.  
 
Indonesia  
Two FTA broadcasters from MNC Group have lodged a request with the Constitutional Court to have the 
Broadcasting Law apply to online content providers. The Court has accepted the petition and is in the process of 
consideration. AVIA’s Indonesia consultant is currently meeting with ministries to gather information and insight 
on government positions.  
 
There are no plans for next steps yet, although it is possible that later in the process that AVIA will make a 
“friend of the court” submission with reference to international video industry regulation practices.  
 
Vietnam 
The Ministry of Information and Communications (MIC) appears to be on hold in Vietnam. There has been no 
new activity on Decree 6. For Decree 72, which AVIA made a submission on, the MIC has expressed that they 
have halted its consideration as they are all engaged in preparation for a big party congress next year.  
 
Also in Vietnam, the Ministry of Finance has issued their draft regulations on the process by which OCC 
platforms (including overseas companies) should pay their taxes. The issued regulations allow foreign 
network/video service providers to register and pay VAT directly to the Ministry of Finance while overseas, 
which indicates that companies are not obliged to establish any local presence in Vietnam. There may be more 
developments in the future, but for now the regulations appear acceptable. If any members would like an 
English translation of the draft regulations, please email Clare Bloomfield (clare@avia.org) or John Medeiros 
(john@avia.org). 
 
Philippines 
An eCommerce bill has been proposed at the House of Representatives, mainly targeting eCommerce platforms. 
While the bill is not focused on the video industry, its requirement to have Philippine business registration may 
affect video companies, as it could subject video companies to other local regulations, such as regulatory 
censorship and licensing rules of the National Telecommunications Commission (NTC). Additionally, during 
legislative consideration, regulations that specifically target the video industry could be added. For example, the 
Movie and Television Review and Classification Board (MTRCB) has been trying to expand their regulatory power 
over online services and could use this bill as an opportunity to do so. 
 
2. Planning for this Year’s AVIA Policy Roundtable – Let’s Go Virtual!  
 
Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, it will not be possible to arrange this year’s Policy Roundtable like previous years 
as a 60+ person physical event. John is proposing to hold the Policy Roundtable virtually and is currently in the 
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process of finding speakers. If any members have suggestions for Policy Roundtable speakers, please email John. 
Speakers from Europe and America can be considered as well as there are less time and geographical constraints 
at a virtual event. 
 
Louis Boswell (AVIA) also noted that AVIA is currently looking into holding the Asia Video Summit as a hybrid 
event, where the activity is part physical and part virtual. The tentative idea is to have the summit one day in 
Hong Kong and one day in Singapore, with most of the engagement happening virtually.  
 
The dates for the events have not been set but the Asia Video Summit will likely be in the first week of 
November, and the Policy Roundtable the week before. If the events are virtual, they will likely have a more 
staggered timetable as well. 
 
3. Other AVIA Events and Engagement 
 
AVIA has been holding a webinar series on data privacy regulations in various Asian markets. The latest privacy 
webinar, on China, will be held on 14 July. We are also planning a webinar for Japan as they have recently 
amended their privacy policies. If any members have suggestions on which country to discuss for the next 
privacy webinar or a request for a webinar topic, please email John. Recordings of the previous sessions will be 
accessible in the members-only part of the AVIA website in a few weeks. 
 
Thailand in View will be held as a virtual one-day event on 18 August, split into a morning session and an 
afternoon session, with each session lasting approximately two hours. As for Taiwan in View, it is unlikely that a 
virtual event will be popular as the COVID situation in Taiwan is well controlled and people have been having 
physical events normally. In addition, AVIA’s outreach efforts to the NCC needs to be physical. Therefore, the 
solution for now is to postpone it to early 2021. 
 
4. Philippines – ABS-CBN’s continued woes 
 
ABS-CBN is in the process of hearings at the House of Representatives for their franchise renewal. The NTC has 
recently also banned SkyCable’s DTH service, citing license expiration. The order also applies to analog and 
digital channels (Channel 43, Kapamilya Channel and SkyCable TV boxes). This does not affect SkyCable’s cable 
operations as cable is not regulated via licenses but rather certificates in the Philippines. 
 
5. CAP Updates  
 
Indonesia 
The rolling site blocking system implemented in Indonesia is showing promising results. CAP’s Data Portal found 
a 68% reduction in the traffic of piracy streaming sites from August 2019 to June 2020 and research from 
YouGov saw a 55% reduction in the number of Indonesian piracy site consumers over a ten-month period since 
September 2019. 
 
Comparing survey results from Sept 2019 to results in June 2020, people who admit to using ISDs has reduced 
from 29% to 6% - the lowest percentage in Southeast Asia thus far. YouGov also assessed the impact of site 
blocking on consumer behavior. They found that 50% said they no longer accessed piracy services, while 34% 
said they rarely access piracy sites. In addition, 74% said they now spend more time watching free (with 
advertising) international streaming services, while 16% are now subscribed to paid streaming services. 
YouGov’s research also examined for changes in consumer attitude, specifically their awareness of the 
detriments of piracy. Here they found that 56% recognized that piracy funds crime and 46% acknowledged it 
causes losses of jobs in the creative industry. 
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The next step for CAP is to coordinate a media strategy about the YouGov findings to publicize the successful 
results. Louis noted that AVIA has already been advertising their results, such as the CAP Piracy Over the Top 
webinar, in which Neil Gane (AVIA) spoke with HB Naveen of Falcon Pictures on anti-piracy efforts in Indonesia 
while over 60 government regulators were present. The site blocking report was also shared with several 
governments in Asia and around 600 AVIA members. The CAP team will also be having a call this week with the 
Crime Suppression Division of the Royal Thai Police to discuss whether the blocking process can be expedited. 
 
Sean Godfrey (Premier League) noted that dynamic blocking in the UK has led to a new issue where pirate 
streaming services have simply gone increasingly underground to continue their services. He asked whether the 
same issue exists with rolling site blocking. Aaron Herps (AVIA) said that they have found a similar issue with an 
increasing number of piracy sites being based on IP addresses rather than domains. However, CAP does not 
monitor IP and mobile traffic, so it is unknown how popular those modes of accessing the IndoXXI Lite app are. 
 
Singapore 
The court order application by BBC Studios, Discovery, Premier League, La Liga and TVB for judicial site blocking 
has been granted and 17 domains have been blocked as a result. Currently, CAP is monitoring domain 
applications to see if pirate sites are migrating and collect evidence for a dynamic injunction. 
 
YouGov’s research on Singapore shows that since January 2019 there has been a 50% reduction in ISD usage and 
in June 2020 only 17% Singaporean consumers admit to accessing piracy streaming sites. 62% of Singaporean 
consumers say they no longer use piracy services after noticing piracy sites being blocked by authorities.  
 
Thailand 
From 2018 to 2020, the Department of Intellectual Property (DIP) had 57 site blocking applications which 
resulted in the blockage of 1,444 URLs by ISPs. However, URL blocking is not effective as most piracy websites 
use https, so CAP met with DIP in June to discuss more effective measures for site blocking. Subsequently, DIP 
met with the Ministry of Digital Economy and Society (MDES), the National Broadcasting and 
Telecommunication Commission (NBTC) and four ISPs to discuss the use of DNS blocking. The ISPs were also 
reminded of the fines for non-compliance with blocking orders as outlined in section 27 of the Computer Crime 
Act. 
 
CAP will be meeting with the Crime Suppression Group to talk about the blocking referral process and holding a 
webinar for the Thai government audience.  
 
Philippines 
Senate Bill no. 497 (Online Infringement Act) is currently going through committee level hearing. CAP is currently 
writing a submission for the bill, which will be sent to members for comment prior to official submission. Globe 
will be having a call with the senate to talk about the efficacy of site blocking as well.  
 
A Memorandum of Agreement between the Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines (IPOPHL) and the 
National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) is up for renewal. The Video Coalition of the Philippines 
previously met with IPOPHL to discuss administrative site blocking. IPOPHL are preparing to discuss with the NTC 
to include site blocking in the MOA. Last year, CAP met with Commissioner Cordoba of the NTC, who was 
supportive of including site blocking orders for copyright infringement as long as a government body would be 
the adjudicator rather than the NTC. 
 
The National Committee on IP Rights (NCIPR), made up of 13 Philippine government agencies, is discussing a 
Memorandum of Understanding involving site blocking. The MOU will be able to block websites selling 
counterfeit pharmaceuticals, which shows there is a concept of site blocking mechanism in the NCIPR that can 
be applied to copyright infringement. Neil and Aaron have been invited to speak at the NCIPR’s next committee 
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meeting about the efficacy of administrative site blocking. Previously, CAP also wrote a submission to IPOPHL for 
their consultation on enforcement and visitorial powers. 
 
Malaysia 
CAP held a summit with the Ministry of Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs (MDTCA) and Malaysian 
Communications and Multimedia Commission (MCMC) to put in place a one-ministry site blocking process. 
Under this system, applicants have a 96-hour turnaround from submission to blocking. In December 2019, Neil 
and Aaron held a training session with MDTCA on how to identify pirate sites and pirate domains of APKs/ISDs as 
well as forensic training. Subsequently, MDTCA provided CAP with a fast-tracked blocking process, so AVIA 
members can refer through sites. CAP is now looking into referring APKs directly and identifying popular ISD 
apps, which will then be referred for blocking. CAP and the steering committee are also preparing to file 
blocking for pirate live sports streaming sites. 
 
Vietnam 
CAP has been working with an AVIA member to monitor the blocking of IP addresses and the effectiveness of 
DNS blocking. CAP has since found another 50 sites blocked by the Department of Cyber security and High-
technology Crime Prevention (A05) in Vietnam.  
 
CAP Data Portal  
CAP has built the CAP Data Portal website which generates graphs from data on piracy in different countries, 
currently including Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Graphs are generated by 
gathering the Reach per Million of the top 10,000 Alexa rank piracy sites every two weeks and mapping the data 
over time. The website can generate a graph to analyze the popularity of blocked sites, pirate sites and legal 
sites over time, as well as compare trends between countries. The Portal is available to CAP steering committee 
members. 
 
AVIA Google Partnership  
The first AVIA Google copyright removal workshop was held on 8 July with over 50 member invitees. In the 
workshop, Google talked about their services and the techniques and processes they used for copyright 
removals. Neil will distribute a Q&A sheet from Google to workshop invitees to follow up on any unanswered 
questions.  
 
6. Singapore Copyright Consultation (Collective Management Organizations) 
 
Singapore’s proposed regulations on Collective Rights Organizations is open for consultation. AVIA did not make 
a submission on this as there were no issues found with the proposed regulations among members.  
 
7. India Copyright Consultation (Decriminalization) 
 
India has proposed to decriminalize copyright offences as a part of their efforts to improve ease of doing 
business and has opened the proposal for consultation. AVIA and Indian members are opposed to this proposal 
and has made a submission on it.  
 
8. AOB 
 
AVIA has produced a briefing paper on digital taxation in Asia and it is now available in the member section of 
the AVIA website (avia.org). If you have any issues with logging in, please email Emily (emily@avia.org).  
 
The next meeting will take place in early September. 
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