
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regulatory and Anti-Piracy Committee Meeting Summary 

 
DATE 

  
Monday, 11 May 2020 

 
TIME  4:00–6:00pm HKT 

 
VENUE  AVIA 

20/F Leighton Centre 
77 Leighton Road 
Causeway Bay 
Hong Kong 

   

 
Present Online 

AVIA John Medeiros 

AVIA Clare Bloomfield 

AVIA Ingrid Wong 

AVIA Emily Kwong 
 

AT&T Jared Dougherty 

AT&T Chris Perera 

AT&T Kenneth Leung 

A&E Networks Sheila Jeya Balan 

AVIA Chris Perera 

AVIA Anjan Mitra 

AVIA Aaron Herps 

AVIA Thanh Vu 

AVIA Neil Gane 

BARC India Shantanu Sen 

BBC Studios Diane Hamer 

BBC Studios Dawn Chang 

BBC Studios Francesco Dionisio 

BeIN Adrian Cannon 

BeIN Steven Salway 

CMS Marcus Chui 

Discovery Ross Biggam 

Disney Yew Kuin Cheah 

Disney Matt Kurlanzik 

Disney Joe Welch 

Globe Carlo Santos 

HBO Asia Evelyn Sng 

HBO Asia Sheryl Kang 

MPA Belinda Lui 

MPA Sophie Ng 

MPA Michael Schlesinger 

MPA Trevor Fernandes 

MPA James Cheatley 

MPA Amalina Binhan 

Nagra Pascal Metral 

Netflix Diyanah Baharudin 
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Netflix Shanta Arul 

Network18 Gagan Sareen 

PCCW Veronica Lockyer 

Premier League Matthew Cheetham 

Singtel Grace Paul 

Synamedia Simon Kim 

Synamedia Miri Noar Elias 

Turner Annabel Archer 

TVB Desmond Chan 

 Soewsi Chin 
 

 
1. India: Consultation on Uplinking and Downlinking Guidelines 
 
The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MIB) has produced their near-final draft on uplinking and 
downlinking policy guidelines. John (AVIA) noted that the most problematic aspects of the guidelines (including 
satellite auctioning and satellite rights auctioning) as identified in AVIA’s submission to TRAI in 2017 were not 
included.  
 
Anjan Mitra (AVIA) stated that he sent an alert to Indian members of AVIA last week for feedback on the latest 
draft of the guidelines, but did not receive any. Given AVIA’s favorable review of the draft and lack of member 
response, AVIA has decided not to make a submission, which was due on May 11th.  
 
2. Philippines: Shutdown of ABS-CBN Terrestrial Broadcasting 
 
The National Telecommunications Commission (NTC) ordered ABS-CBN to shut down its terrestrial broadcasting 
operations from May 5th onwards, after the expiration of its broadcasting license. As of May 11th,  
ABS-CBN has asked the Supreme Court to stop the shutdown. Currently, ABS-CBN as a company remains active 
online and by cable via YouTube, iWant, The Filipino Channel, and SKY Cable while their terrestrial TV and radio 
channels have shut down. 
 
Matt Kurlanzik (Disney) asked if the Philippines government is planning to target ABS-CBN’s online services as 
well. John said that this is unlikely as ABS-CBN’s situation resulted from government inaction towards terrestrial 
license renewal and to target online and cable operations would require concerted effort from the government 
that would be met with strong pushback. 
 
Jared Dougherty (AT&T) asked if there has been any comment from industry people about ABS-CBN. Louis 
Boswell (AVIA) responded that AVIA has not received any requests to act on the situation but has yet to reach 
out to members for comment. 
 
3. Updates on rule-making processes for OCC 

 
Vietnam 
The revision to Decree 6, which AVIA and the foreign industry pushed back against, has been shelved and will 
continue to be for at least the next couple of months. However, the Ministry of Information and 
Communications (MIC) is now working on revising Decree 72, which are aimed at restricting internet content, 
especially foreign service providers. Thanh Vu (AVIA) explained that of the 12 new policies in Decree 72, one 
(point 6) will negatively impact the OCC industry by requiring content service providers to apply for a license. It 
would also affect the authentication process via SMS for new users for content providers. Thanh noted that the 
reason Decree 6 was shelved was mostly due to push-back from international industry; the local industry had 
been ineffective. As Decree 6 is on hold, focus has now turned onto internet content control and positive 
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movement on Decree 72 could play politically into the hands of MIC which would give the government the 
momentum to pass Decree 6 as well. Strategically, therefore, it would be worth engaging on Decree 72.  
 
John asked whether AVIA should make a submission on Decree 72. Matt Kurlanzik (Disney) said he would be 
supportive of a brief submission. John asked for any other interested members to email him (john@avia.org) if 
there were specific points they wanted included. 
 
Separately, the Ministry of Public Security (MPS) is drafting a Personal Data Protection (PDP) decree that aims to 
protect the data of Vietnamese citizens from data breaches and abuse of personal data by foreign companies. 
The MPS has reached out to industry for input on the decree. There are a number of problematic provisions in 
the current outline that would concern OCC members. The most problematic provision is that companies would 
have to apply for permission when they move certain kinds of data across border. The decree also gives new 
responsibilities and liabilities for data owners and third parties. It would be worth industry engaging on how this 
legislation is implemented. 
 
Taiwan 
The National Communications Commission (NCC) is drafting legislation to regulate online content platforms. 
AVIA has reached out to the NCC to initiate communication regarding their white paper, but has yet to receive a 
response. Due to ongoing COVID restrictions AVIA has been unable to meet in person with the regulators in 
Taiwan. So far there is little information released about what the white paper will target. 
 
Malaysia 
The Malaysian Communications and Multimedia Commission (MCMC) has engaged an international consulting 
company Plum about the licensing of online content services in Malaysia. The regulation consists of a takedown 
system on online content providers based on the violation of content regulations. John has communicated with 
the consultants, who appeared to have a poor understanding of the content industry as they are a 
spectrum/telecom consulting group.  
 
Plum is expected to put out an intermediate paper in a couple of months and complete their work in 6 months. 
John said there is no need for the industry to take action at this point in the process.  
 
Australia 
The Department of Communication has released an options paper on local content obligations of the media 
sector in Australia. The government aims to support the viability of local screen content. The status quo and 
deregulatory options are broadly rejected and there is a suggestion to put local content obligations on streaming 
services. Consultations are occurring this week and submissions for the options paper are due June 12th. Further 
announcements are expected in the latter half of the year. 
 
John said that he is against AVIA making a submission but anticipates local Australian associations to follow up 
on the paper. If any members disagree and would like AVIA to make a submission, please email John 
(john@avia.org).  
 
Korea  
The Korea Communications Commission (KCC) has produced a policy proposal to extend the scope of 
broadcasting regulations to include audiovisual media services, which includes the internet industry. This has 
been met with some opposition from the internet industry in Korea. Additionally, a bill that requires companies 
to install physical servers in Korea and compensate Korean internet companies is in the process of passing 
legislature. 
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Joe Welch (Disney) suggested that John to connect with people from Korean industry associations to further 
discussion on the proposal and the bill. Shanta Arul (Netflix) added that the industry still has opportunity to give 
input on the bill in the following half year as the presidential decree requires six months to develop.  
 
Indonesia 
The Ministry of Finance is drafting regulation that will tax foreign digital services companies with significant 
economic presence. The draft is in the process of moving forward. 

 
4. CAP Update 

 
Indonesia 
CAP formed the Video Coalition of Indonesia (VCI) in 2019, bringing together major companies in Indonesia’s 
video industry. The VCI has carried out a “rolling” site blocking mechanism in Indonesia. From August 2019 to 
April 2020, sixty piracy sites were blocked every ten days. CAP focused on three major piracy networks and 
general pirate sites. CAP also referred piracy streaming websites and domains associated with infringing 
applications to the Ministry. Neil Gane (AVIA) said the results of the site blocking mechanism have been 
encouraging. 
 
Aaron Herps (AVIA) explained that the impact of the site blocking mechanism was measured through Alexa 
rankings of ‘Reach per Million’ and the global rank of websites. Based on the indicative data, there is an overall 
63% decrease in the traffic of pirate sites and 41% increase in the traffic of legal streaming services. The IndoXXI 
network also shut down in December 2019 voluntarily. Additionally, Neil noted that some members have seen 
an increase in theatrical release revenue. 
 
The site blocking system will be introduced in more territories in the future. Members of VCI have met with 
Indonesian ministers to discuss problems and solutions. CAP was expecting to arrange a roundtable and a media 
event for VCI and the government in March, but plans have been delayed by the pandemic. The VCI have 
decided on four requests for the government: criminal enforcement of piracy, a one ministry site blocking 
process, government-led effort to disrupt piracy site infrastructures and advertising revenue, and a government-
branded consumer awareness campaign. 
 
Malaysia 
AVIA and Astro lobbied for the government to replace the two ministry site blocking mechanism last year as it 
lacked efficiency. This resulted in the transfer of site blocking operations to the Ministry of Domestic Trade and 
Consumer Affairs (MDTCA). In the current site blocking system, MDTCA responds to complaint within 48 hours 
and sends out blocking orders to the ISPs, who must block the piracy sites within 48 hours. There have been 
three rounds of site blocking so far. Neil has been discussing with MDTCA to recommend the use of rolling site 
blocking and they have responded positively to the recommendation. It is anticipated that AVIA will be 
conducting two additional rounds of site blocking this week, with one focusing on domains associated with 
popular piracy applications in Malaysia. 
 
Singapore 
In October 2019, Synnex Trading and its director were convicted for copyright infringement and fined $160,000 
SGD and three months in jail. The Attorney-General’s Chambers (AGC) appealed to the High Court one day later 
for excessive sentencing and succeeded in getting this overturned. 
 
Yew Kuin (Disney) explained that the success of the appeal was due to a precedent case in which the 
imprisonment sentence was eventually overturned in High Court. Yew Kuin noted that while the Synnex case 
conviction stood, the appeal of excessive sentencing is concerning to the industry in terms of the message 
produced. Louis Boswell (AVIA) added that AVIA has written a letter to the Ministry of Law expressing concern 
for the optics of the excessive sentencing appeal in the Synnex case and the stance that piracy should be 
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considered a serious crime. In the letter, AVIA also reminded the ministry about the importance of the 
amendments on ISDs and piracy, which is expected to pass under the copyright amendment. AVIA had 
previously requested for the provisions on ISDs and piracy to be fast tracked a year ago but was rejected. 
 
Neil mentioned that CAP is on a new judicial site blocking application for five plaintiffs against a number of 
piracy streaming sites and popular application domains in Singapore. It is hoped that the hearing will occur 
within this month. 
 
5. Update on USTR IP Report and Piracy Watch List 

 
The USTR has released their annual Special 301 Report on IP Protection. Some points raised by AVIA’s 
submissions were found in the report, including the consideration of piracy on apps and devices and the 
problem of advertisement companies that facilitate piracy through their acceptance of advertising on pirate 
websites.  
 
6. Singapore COVID Restrictions on Broadcasters 

 
Due to the ongoing pandemic, AVIA was asked by a member to contact the Infocomm Media Development 
Authority (IMDA) to ensure the broadcasting industry would be deemed essential workers or exempt from 
lockdown. AVIA communicated with the IMDA, who were receptive but unable to indicate their course of action 
until the lockdown occurred. As a result of the engagement, AVIA members were pre-exempted from lockdown 
and remain on air. Members were allowed to continue their work provided the administration of social 
distancing protocols in the company and a reduction of workforce in most cases by 10-20%. In some cases, 
companies were required to reduce their workforce by 80-90%. AVIA worked to overturn these cases which 
turned out to be oversights rather than deliberate.  
 
John noted that AVIA also reached out to the Hong Kong government regarding COVID restrictions in the 
interest of AVIA members. The government responded that they had sufficient control over licensed telecom 
and broadcasting companies. In response, AVIA brought up the problem of internet-based news companies that 
weren’t licensed. However, it has not been necessary for AVIA to take any further course of action. 
 
7. Updated plans for OTT Virtual Summit 
 
In light of the COVID-19 outbreak, AVIA has decided to move the OTT Summit and Anti-piracy Summit online. 
The OTT Virtual Summit will occur from 29 June to 3 July, with two-hour sessions per day. An agenda will be 
provided for the summit events. The summits will be free for AVIA members but non-members will be charged. 
The summits will be recorded and accessible for AVIA members. 
 
8. AOB 
 
The next committee meeting will be held in early July or late August. 
 


