
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Regulatory and Anti-Piracy Committee Meeting Summary 

 
DATE 

  
Tuesday, 18 June 2019 
 

TIME  4:30–6:00pm SGT 
 

VENUE  Synamedia (Sentosa Room) 
#19-03 Centennial Tower 
3 Temasek Avenue 
Singapore 039190   
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Yun Hui Peh 
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1. Singapore 5G / C-band issue 
 

Paul Jackson (AVIA) explained that the first to be impacted by this issue will be content providers and 
distributers due to Singapore’s proposal to redesignate spectrum used to distribute television and other 
services from satellite to mainly 5G communications. This means channels may need to move in frequency 
to adapt to these arrangements in Singapore as well as neighbouring areas. 
 
An extension on the second public consultation on 5G mobile services and networks by the Infocomm Media 
Development Authority (IMDA) has been announced, with the deadline now being on 8 July. The best way to 
provide an effective response is to provide a list of channels and the total number of channels that will be 
affected by this policy. A spreadsheet has been circulated for member companies who have content in 
operation through satellite either in or within 40 km of Singapore to fill in the respective frequencies and 
bands that they operate on. However, Paul notes that an even more helpful response would be to provide 
channel names and logos because they are recognisable by the general viewer. The IMDA prefers one large 
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response with a list of who is being represented. Individual submissions will therefore not be needed; AVIA 
will be responding on behalf of all our members. 

 
2. Singapore Copyright 
 

In January, the Ministry of Law (MinLaw) released the conclusion of their Copyright Review with 16 changes 
to be made. Within these changes, MinLaw plans to make ISDs illegal. They aim to make retailing ISDs, 
opened and loaded, a crime, which includes putting illegal apps and other software onto a device. 
 
The current plan for MinLaw is to issue a consultation on legislation for all 16 changes in December 2019, 
which will be packaged to Parliament by mid-2020 at the earliest but may slip into 2021 depending on 
demand. AVIA and its members met with MinLaw, IMDA, and the Economic Development Board (EDB) at 
the end of April, asking to amend the changes on an accelerated timeline, whether it be just for ISDs or for 
all 16 changes. The feedback was that this wouldn’t be possible due to a number of concerns around 
possible effects of banning ISDs is that it attracts a consumer interest, make news, and have influence on the 
PM election in autumn later this year. It is important that any meetings that members hold with IMDA 
continue to keep to the timeline and maintain a sense of urgency. 
 
Joe plans that AVIA should write a follow up letter to the Minister of Law summarising the effects at the 
political level. Louis Boswell (AVIA) also notes that we should write prior to the legislation proposals to 
tighten some of their proposed language on advertising etc. 

 
3. Action against ISD Sales in Singapore Trade Shows 
 

There were two trade shows held in Singapore in May. IMDA, with the support of Neil Gane (AVIA), had 
been able to meet up with the trade organisers and urged them not to rent and lease space to ISD retailers. 
Observers were sent to the exhibitions to see if the organisers were complying with this request. The first 
show, CEE, found one or two retailers selling pre-installed apps on tablets. This was brought to the 
organizer’s attention who issued a warning. When AVIA subsequently established they continued to offer 
pre-loaded ISDs, Louis noted that within the first two hours of informing the organisers, the retailers were 
ejected from the exhibition. At the second show, PC Trade Show, there were no retailers selling ISDs to be 
found. Grace noted that it would be a good idea to send a word of appreciation to the organisers with 
support from IMDA. 
 
The third trade show is still to come later on this year. Emails with the details of the trade show will be sent 
out to member companies, who should bring employees down to take photos and record evidence of 
people retailing ISDs, if there are any. 
 
Synamedia asked about ISD retailers in shopping malls. However, until the law changes, there is not much 
action that can be taken. But with conferences, the IMDA can put pressure on organisers to stop the 
promotion of ISDs. Synamedia then noted that at Broadcast Asia there were retailers selling technology to 
remove watermarks which in turn makes it easier to pirate content. Although this is not illegal it would be 
worthwhile any members who come across retailers at Broadcast Asia offering this technology to document 
it for future action.  One possible course of action could then be for AVIA to write a letter to Broadcast Asia, 
cc IMDA highlighting that now IMDA has made ISDs illegal the industry should not support the promotion of 
activities which are part of the eco-system, ie removal of watermarks. 
 

4. Indonesian Site Blocking 
 

During the AVIA Indonesia in View conference in Jakarta, the Video Coalition of Indonesia was established to 
implement site blocking laws to achieve disruption of pirate streaming sites. On 12 April, the VCI met with 
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one of the Director Generals of Kominfo. The result of the meeting was that the Director General and his 
team agreed to a new referral process for site blocking for illegal gambling-based websites. On 10 May, the 
first batch of websites got listed to Kominfo, in which 21 sites were named. All sites were blocked but by the 
end of May, only 12 remained blocked and nine were redirected to new Indo XXI domains. The second batch 
was submitted in late May and is having some measure of success. 

 
5. Vietnam TV Regulations 
 

The Ministry of Information and Communications (MIC) had started to revise pay TV regulations (Decree 6) 
under the previous minister. However, the new minister is unhappy with the proposals produced by ABEI. 
Thanh (AVIA) commented that he did not like the conservative approach that had no technological solutions 
to the perceived challenges caused by the provision of OCC services. Instead, a more modern framework is 
in works. ABEI’s proposal for the latest draft has been sidelined and the minister is now working on a new 
draft with another team. 
 
Despite a pause in the Decree 6, work by AVIA and member companies still need to be done. John 
mentioned that officials need a more persuasive practical approach. From the MIC’s perspective, the issue 
around pay TV regulations is no long urgent because artificial deadlines have passed. Key motivations for 
trying to solve the problem of online industries was the issue of tax, however this has now been resolved 
through amendments to the legislation on taxation which allows offshore companies to pay taxes through a 
specific tax code without establishing an office in Vietnam. The only flaw in this issue is that overseas 
companies involved in illegal activities in Vietnam are welcomed to pay taxes to the Vietnamese 
government. 
 
Moving forward, AVIA plans to write to the minister, copying in DG Lam of ABEI. AVIA and member 
companies requesting they incorporate our recommendations in the draft, including a code of conduct 
among OCC service providers and less strict requirements on licensing. It is unlikely that the new proposals 
will drop the requirement for some form of licensing for OCC as the minister wishes to assert Vietnam’s 
jurisdiction and sovereignty in cyberspace. As a result, we anticipate the minister will require OCC services to 
be subject to Vietnamese jurisdictions within Vietnam, particularly around content control, especially 
politically-sensitive content. 

 
6. India 
 

Copyright Law Changes 
 
Ministry of commerce and industry notified changes in the Copyright Law at the end of May. AVIA reviewed 
the changes and concluded the changes were not significant to our industry. Despite this, Anjan Mitra (AVIA) 
has commented that some member companies may want to contribute to a submission because the 
changes sought revolve around music rights that may have effect on video content. The deadline for 
submission is June 29. 
 
New Broadcasting Policy 
 
Through this policy consultation, the government plans to introduce regulations to oversee the online 
broadcasting sector. They are also holding consultations for the existing uplink and downlink policy, which 
are currently over a decade old. John and Clare Bloomfield (AVIA) have written a submission to the MIB 
about the policy based on previous discussions in India as well as previous submissions. 
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7. Short Updates / Documents 
 

UKIPO Roundtable planned for June 26 
 
AVIA will be hosting a webinar with the Director of Copyright and Enforcement of the UK Intellectual 
Property Office, Dr. Ros Lynch on 26 June. She is interested in our views in South East Asia. Members are 
welcome to join in person or online. 
 
Policy Roundtable planned for November 4 
 
The agenda for the roundtable has not been set yet, but AVIA is open to topics and ideas to be discussed at 
the roundtable. Ideas can be forwarded to John at john@asiavia.org. One thing to note is that the 
roundtable will be held in the morning this year. 
 
Recent Submissions by AVIA: 
 
Taiwan submission on “premiere programming” to the NCC. 
 
EU submission on IP policies in Asia, including China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam, 
Singapore and Australia. 
 
Singapore submission on the proposal for cross-carriage extension to the IMDA. 
 

8. AOB  
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