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1. Coalition Against Piracy (CAP) Update 

 
Neil Gane gave a brief update on CAP’s activities since the last committee meeting:  

 



 
 

Australia  
 

Further progress has been made in the settlement case with “Max TV” Illicit Streaming Device (ISD) network. 
The target in Perth has made full admissions and is eager to sign a deed of settlement. The two targets in 
Melbourne were found to have made an egregious breach of their initial deeds of settlement by attempting 
a system wide reconfiguration of the ISD network to bring the network back online. CAP is now engaged in 
further discussion with these two targets about a new deed of settlement with further financial 
remunerations. An outcome is expected in the next few weeks.  

 
Philippines 

 
Neil Gane and Louis Boswell attended the annual Philippines Cable TV Association (PCTA) conference in 
Manila, where Gane gave a presentation on ISDs and piracy. During the conference, Gane met with key 
members of the PCTA who are keen on collaborating with CAP on projects to increase government 
engagement and consumer awareness, as well as to encourage regulatory changes and enhanced law 
enforcement activities. They also discussed organizing an ISD consumer risk summit to be held sometime in 
the next couple of months. Gane has also been in discussion with UKIPO Director of Copyright and IP 
Enforcement Ros Lynch to talk about her participation in the upcoming summit and other similar events in 
the APAC region.  

 
Taiwan  

 
Jason Chan (CAP) and Matt Kurlanzik (21CF) met with the STBA in Taiwan to discuss collaborative efforts to 
increase government engagement and consumer awareness around ISDs. CAP and STBA are working 
together to organize and ISD consumer risk summit in Taiwan to be held in June or July.  

 
Thailand 

 
Gane will be in Thailand next week to speak at the TV connect conference. While there, he will be meeting 
with the Crime Suppression Group to put forward an official referral for an enforcement case and will also 
be taking the opportunity to meet with various CAP partners and government agencies.  

 
Hong Kong 

 
Keith Huang (PCCW) and Gane will be meeting with Guy Fong from HK Customs later this week to discuss 
potential retail enforcement actions around the upcoming World Cup this summer.  

 
2. Site Blocking 
 

Michael Schlesinger updated the committee on site blocking actions being undertaken in several Asian 
countries:  
 
India 
 
Over the past few weeks, MPAA has filed seven successful site blocking cases, each against a single piracy 
website in India. As of April 13th, all of the sites have been ordered blocked, and the Department of 
Telecommunications (DoT) is now in the process of notifying internet service providers (ISPs) to block the 
targeted websites.  
 
Schlesinger is optimistic that the ISPs will comply based on the results from a previous site blocking case in 
October. In the previous case, with the exception of Vodafone, the majority of ISPs complied, albeit 
temporarily – most maintained the block for approximately 45 days. MPAA has been monitoring and will 



 
 

continue to monitor the situation on a daily basis to ensure that the blocks remain effective. Already, they 
are preparing a new set of cases against infringing domains that have grown in popularity since the initial 
site blocking order in October, and if necessary, they also plan to bring additional actions to block any 
redirected domains.  
 
As a result of these blocking orders, roughly 75 million monthly visits will be blocked in total.  
 
Australia  
 
Last week, there was a court hearing for the case MPAA has filed with the federal court of Australia to block 
infringing online locations associated with the illicit streaming app/add-on, “HD Subs”. The justice reserved 
his decision until a later date.  
 
A companion case brought by TVB targeting several ISDs and their associated apps/add ons did not conclude 
at its hearing last week but will be re-listed again next month.  

 
Thailand 
 
In March, the first ever site blocking order was made in Thailand under the Computer Crime Act. The domain 
in question has been successfully blocked by all the major ISPs in Thailand; however, the operator has 
already taken circumventive actions to thwart the order. MPAA is taking reasonable steps to ensure that 
these circumvention efforts are not successful.  
 

3. Singapore Update 
 
Last week, Louis Boswell met with the deputy CEO of IMDA, Aileen Chia. Their discussion focused on 3 main 
issues of concern to CASBAA members: Online piracy; Singapore’s new OTT content code; and, spectrum 
reallocation.  
 
Boswell conveyed that high prevalence of online piracy is the single most pressing issue in Singapore for 
CASBAA members, and that there is a desire for IMDA to be more substantively supportive of CASBAA’s 
position and efforts on this issue. Ms. Chia was sympathetic and verbally supportive of the industry’s 
position. She mentioned that IMDA continues to watch the Synnex case closely but is unable to show more 
support before the outcome of that case is made clear.  
 
On the topic of OTT regulation, Boswell told Chia that CASBAA was broadly optimistic about the recently 
issued content code. He asked if the code would eventually lead to more concrete OTT regulation in 
Singapore, to which Ms. Chia replied that while she could make no promises, that the government will likely 
look at introducing more concrete regulation. Boswell made sure to stress that the IMDA should not 
conflate Facebook and YouTube with the professionally curated services provided by CASBAA members, as 
the latter services do not contribute to the underlying problem that IMDA is trying to address.  
 
Finally, Boswell indicated that CASBAA is interested in engaging in a dialogue with IMDA about spectrum 
reallocation. He told Ms. Chia that CASBAA is not trying to stop the reallocation but wants to keep an open 
dialogue about the best way to reallocate spectrum in order to minimize disruption and interference.  
 

4. India Issues/Doorknock Read Out  
 
CASBAA/US India Business Council (USIBC) Doorknock  
 
In March, members from CASBAA and the US India Business Council (USIBC) arranged a “doorknock” in New 
Delhi, where they held meetings with several government agencies. 3 priority issues were addressed: The 



 
 

Indian government’s proposed migration of channels from foreign satellites to Indian satellites; the criteria 
for DTH licensing (MIB currently incorporates a 20% limitation on FDI for DTH, but there is not limit in all 
other regulations); and, improving intellectual property protection. Follow up letters were sent to some of 
the government agencies the delegation met with, including Invest India, the Department of 
Telecommunications (DoT), MIB and the US Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO).  

 
TRAI Open House on the Uplink and Downlink Consultation Paper 
 
Anjan Mitra (CASBAA) provided an update on an open house held on April 11th by the TRAI to discuss the 
agency’s consultation paper on the government’s proposed migration of Indian channels from foreign 
satellites to Indian satellites. Other pertinent regulatory issues were also discussed.   
 
The main issue discussed was the Indian government’s insistence to move channels in India onto Indian 
satellites. For the past several months, the MIB has stopped processing small requests from channels, such 
as a name or logo change, until the channel presented a plan for migration to an Indian satellite if currently 
on a foreign satellite. The majority of companies who attended the open house voiced their opinion that this 
policy would be highly discriminatory and counterproductive to the incumbent Government’s goal of 
improving the ease of doing business in India.  
 
The TRAI indicated that they appreciated the concerns of the industry, but reiterated that they could only 
make policy suggestions, and the ultimate decision be made by other government agencies (mainly MIB & 
the Indian Space Agency).  
 
The companies in attendance also pushed back on the government’s proposal to institute a law that would 
introduce “revenue sharing”, i.e. that would impose a new government fee on broadcasters, based on their 
annual revenue.  
 
OTT Regulation  
 
MIB has proposed and formed a committee to regulate online media, and CASBAA has requested to join this 
government panel. The government has received CASBAA’s request but has yet to respond. MIB’s 
notification of intention to regulate online media indicates that they plan to include professionally-curated 
OTT services in their regulations.  
 

5. Vietnam Regulatory Dialogue 
 
In the last committee meeting, committee members indicated their interest in setting up a dialogue with 
ABEI about their plan to draft regulations for OTT video services. CASBAA has begun to communicate with 
ABEI with the intention of eventually organizing a meeting to discuss this issue. Having spoken with ABEI, Vu 
Tu Thanh (CASBAA Consultant) has identified 4 issues related to OTT regulation that ABEI is interested in 
engaging on (listed in priority order):  
 
i. Cross-border OTT regulation; 
ii. Handling of user data. In particular, the government has suggested instituting a requirement for all 

user data to be stored in Vietnam; 
iii. Taxation; and,  
iv. Cross-border single payment gateway. 

 
Of these topics, members on the call indicated that they were most interested in discussing cross-border 
OTT regulation and the handling of user data. CASBAA’s position on these two topics still needs to be 
developed, but it was agreed that CASBAA should generally encourage the government to take a light-
touch/self-regulatory approach.  



 
 

 
Action Item: Vu Tu Thanh will work on organizing a meeting between ABEI and interested committee 
members after the National Assembly meeting concludes on June 19th.   
 

6. Taiwan NCC Rate Regulation on Program Tiers 
 
Committee chair Joe Welch (21CF) briefed the committee on the NCC’s proposed change to rate regulation 
on program tiers. Since 2007, the NCC framework has required pay TV operators to provide a basic package 
of 100 pay TV channels for NT$600 or less per month. Now, the NCC is proposing to change this framework 
by reducing the number of pay TV channels included in the basic package. This puts channels who have 
grown dependent on the NCC’s framework for distribution in a difficult position. 
 
 In their new proposal, the basic tier would include 14 FTA channels for NT$200, and then different pay TV 
packages of various sizes would be made available, e.g. a pack with 30 pay TV channels for NT$400.  
 
The NCC plans to hold a public hearing on their proposal in June and to the finalize the framework in July. If 
all goes according to plan, the new framework could be implemented as early as January 2019.  
 
Welch encouraged affected parties to engage on this issue.  

 
7. Upcoming Deadlines 

 
John Medeiros, Clare Bloomfield and Paul Jackson (CASBAA Consultant) are working on writing submissions 
for the following consultations:  

 

• HKAC Consultation on Allowing Ads for Funeral Services (Due April 28th)  

• HKAC Consultation on Indirect Advertising (Product Placement) (Due April 28th)  

• New Zealand Spectrum Consultation (Due April 30th) 

• HK Media Ownership Consultation (Due May 19th)  
 
The draft submissions will be circulated to relevant member companies, but if you would like to be included 
on the circulation list, please e-mail clare@casbaa.com to indicate your interest.  
 

8. AOB  
 

• CASBAA is moving offices in mid-May to a shared office facility in the Causeway Bay neighborhood of 
Hong Kong. The new office address can be found below: 
 
The Desk 
20/F Leighton Centre 
77 Leighton Road 
Causeway Bay  
Hong Kong 
 

• John Medeiros has left on a 2-month sabbatical and will return to the office at the end of June. He will 
be back to attend the Satellite Industry Forum in Singapore on June 25th.  
 

• Cathryn Chase will be departing CASBAA at the end of April and will be replaced by a new intern in mid-
May.  

 

• The next committee meeting will take place in Singapore on Tuesday, June 26th. If you are interested in 
hosting the meeting, please contact Clare Bloomfield at clare@casbaa.com.  

mailto:clare@casbaa.com
mailto:clare@casbaa.com

