
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regulatory and Anti-Piracy Committee Meeting Summary 

 
DATE 

  

Tuesday, 13 November 2018 
 

TIME  4:00-6:00pm HKT 
 

VENUE  Asia Video Industry Association 
20/F, Leighton Centre, 77 Leighton Rd 
Causeway Bay, Hong Kong 

   

 
Present Online 

Joe Welch 21st Century Fox Yew Kuin Cheah 21st Century Fox 
Matt Kurlanzik 21st Century Fox Pooja Dua A+E Networks 
Clare Bloomfield  AVIA Sheila Jeya Balan A+E Networks 
John Medeiros AVIA Laila Saat Astro 
Rachel Lau AVIA Diane Hamer BBC 
Louis Boswell AVIA Claudia Petrat BBC 
Jason Chan AVIA CAP Aaron Herps beIN 
  Ying Sia Blue Ant Media 
  Simon Kim Cisco 
  Shalini Ratnarajah Discovery 
  Ross Biggam Discovery 
  Anju Jain Kumar Disney 
  Evelyn Sng HBO Asia 
  Seowsi Chin Independent Consultant 
  Nicki Schroeder ITV 
  James Cheatley MPAA 
  Sophie Ng MPAA 
  Gidon Freeman NBCUniversal 
  Jenny Wong NBCUniversal 
  Shalene Lim NBCUniversal 
  Paul Macionis NBCUniversal 
  Darren Ong Netflix 
  Jessica Deery Sony 
  Annabel Archer Turner 
  Alana Triscott Turner 
  Christine Maury-Panis Viaccess-Orca 
  Lucia Rangel WarnerBros 

 
1. Site Blocking 

 
John Medeiros (AVIA) and Joe Welch (21st Century Fox) provided a brief update on site blocking cases in 
Australia and Singapore.  
 
Australia 
 
The Australian Federal Government has introduced a new bill in October which broadens the rights of 
copyright owners and their ability to site-block. According to Welch, the Senate still needs to vote the bill 
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into law. According to Belinda Lui (WarnerMedia), while the bill has passed through the House, it has been 
met with opposition headed by the Australian Digital Alliance (ADA), whose members include Google and 
Facebook. ADA has requested that the bill be researched within a Senate committee which will result in an 
inquiry. Now, there is a limited timeframe for this bill to be passed before the focus in Australian politics are 
shifted towards the elections.  
 
Meanwhile, there have been a handful of successful site-blocking court decisions for the content industry 
thanks to applications submitted by Foxtel, MPAA and Village Roadshow. Currently there are 50-80 sites and 
approximately 100 URLs that have been blocked. On a related note, TVB has recently won a case to block 
illicit streaming for several ISD/app-based services and are now in the process of implementation.  
 
More information regarding the recent updates in site-blocking can be found here: Broadening Australia’s 
website blocking laws and Hong Kong broadcaster TVB wins case to block illicit streaming in Australia.  
 
Singapore 
 
In October, MPAA was granted a “dynamic” site blocking order by the High Court in Singapore. This 
“dynamic injunction” will apply to the 53 sites, submitted by the MPAA, that were approved for blocking in 
April 2018. According to Justice Lee Seiu Kin, this new order allows MPAA to block any additional domain 
names, URLs, and/or IP addresses deployed by the original 53 sites without the need to apply for a new 
injunction. More information regarding the court order can be found here: MPAA granted dynamic pirate 
site-blocking order in Singapore.  

 
2. Type Approval Measures for ISD boxes 

 
Jason Chan (AVIA CAP) provided an update on conversations CAP had with IMDA and HK Customs regarding 
type approval measures for ISD boxes. Chan briefly recapped what the type approval measure process 
entails in Taiwan: vendors of set-top-boxes (STBs) need to sign an affidavit to certify that their devices are 
not illicit streaming devices (ISDs) pre-loaded with piracy-enabling firmware/software. In addition, publicly 
accessible “white lists” of legitimate STBs are available to consumers for reference. 
 
In September, CAP and Grace Paul (Singtel) met with the IMDA to propose the type approval measure 
process to Director General Aileen Chia; the IMDA is now considering it. In addition, CAP has met with Guy 
Fong of HK Customs regarding the process and Fong has said he is supportive of such a measure. CAP is now 
arranging a meeting with the Hong Kong Communications Authority to propose this measure to them in the 
near future. 
 

3. Self-Regulation for OTT: Plans and proposals for future action 
 
In February 2019, there will be a Regional Regulators Forum in Kuala Lumpur hosted by the International 
Institute of Communications (IIC) and members are hoping to discuss self-regulation of OTT at said forum. 
While AVIA is not a member of the IIC, several members are, including 21st Century Fox, NBCUniversal, 
Disney, AT&T/WarnerMedia, and Netflix. The aforementioned members are hoping to involve John 
Medeiros in these discussions through interfacing with IIC first.  
 
John commented that in pursuing a potential program of activities with respect to self-regulation, AVIA’s 
stance is to promote the concept rather than the specific ASEAN Self-Regulatory Code – the Association is 
open to various methods of implementation for self-regulation of OTT.  The Code is good, but governments 
may choose other routes, which we might also support.   Finally, AVIA is interested in knowing if members 
are interested in funding and launching a separate project to support self-regulation of OTT. Goals for this 

http://dcc.com/services/designs-copyright/broadening-australias-website-blocking-laws/
http://dcc.com/services/designs-copyright/broadening-australias-website-blocking-laws/
https://www.scmp.com/business/china-business/article/2165103/hong-kong-broadcaster-tvb-wins-case-block-illicit-streaming
https://torrentfreak.com/mpaa-granted-dynamic-pirate-site-blocking-order-in-singapore-181006/
https://torrentfreak.com/mpaa-granted-dynamic-pirate-site-blocking-order-in-singapore-181006/


 

3 
 

project would be to identify and recruit local stakeholders, conduct research, dialogue/advocacy with 
regulators, and advance the self-regulation agenda. 
 
 

4. Policy Roundtable After-action Review and program activities for 2019 
 
According to John Medeiros, this Policy Roundtable was one of the most successful ones that the 
Association has hosted. One committee member mentioned that it was beneficial to have enforcement 
bodies, like HK Customs and the Spanish National Police, to present to the Roundtable and feel a sense of 
pride in their diligent anti-piracy work.  
 
If you have any additional feedback about this year’s Roundtable or suggestions for next year, please email 
Rachel Lau at rachel@asiavia.org. Photos from the event and a summary of the Policy Roundtable can be 
found here: https://asiavia.org/policy-roundtable 
 

5. Administrative Question on Committee emails 
 
In order to protect the privacy of Regulatory & Anti-Piracy committee members, AVIA has been sending 
emails with all members in the Bcc field. However, this has proven to be inconvenient and ineffective for 
collaboration and dialogue between members in emails. Thus, we will be reverting back to including all 
members in the Cc field when sending committee-wide emails.   If any member has questions or concerns 
about privacy with regards to committee correspondences, or objects to disclosing their email to other 
members, please email John Medeiros at john@asiavia.org. 
 
In the coming months, we will also be purging the committee mailing list to ensure that only those who are 
interested are receiving regular updates about the committee. Instead of emails, members will have the 
option of accessing documents through the Member Zone of the AVIA website.    
 

6. Publications/Database on Regulations 
 
The “Pay TV Policies in Asia 2018” wall matrix has now been published and the entire database on 
regulations in Asia is available online or in-print to AVIA members-only.   It is possible to download individual 
country summaries in pdf form from the website. If any member would like to receive a hardcopy in the 
mail, please contact Rachel Lau at rachel@asiavia.org. Additionally, the Executive Summary of the “Online 
Video Industry: China” report is available for download here. The next aspect of our regulatory review will 
be online publication of the database on Asian advertising regulations relevant to pay TV.   
 

7. AVIA Submissions 
 
AVIA has made three recent submissions regarding issues in Vietnam, Taiwan, and Thailand. All the 
submissions can be found on AVIA’s website:  

• Submission to ABEI (Vietnam) regarding Decree 06 Revisions 

• Response to NCC (Taiwan) Green Paper Convergence Review 

• Submission to NBTC regarding Reallocation of C-band in Thailand 
 

8. AOB 
 
TRAI Consultation Paper on OTT 
 
TRAI has published a consultation paper on OTT which primarily discusses the regulation of telecom services 
such as Skype and WhatsApp rather than video content industry services. The intention is to “level the 

mailto:rachel@asiavia.org
https://asiavia.org/policy-roundtable
mailto:john@asiavia.org
https://asiavia.org/advocacy/regulating-for-growth/
mailto:rachel@asiavia.org
https://asiavia.org/insight/publications-reports/download-centre/
https://asiavia.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/SUB-Final-Submission-to-ABEI-on-Decree-6-Revisions-20180924.pdf
https://asiavia.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/SUB-Final-Submission-to-ABEI-on-Decree-6-Revisions-20180924.pdf
https://asiavia.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/SUB-AVIA-Response-to-NCC-Green-Paper-20181025.pdf
https://asiavia.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/SUB-AVIA-Response-to-NCC-Green-Paper-20181025.pdf
https://asiavia.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/SAT-PAPER-submission-to-NBTC-on-C-band-20181022.pdf
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playing field” in the OTT industry. Concerns were raised that this may be an indirect/unintended attempt to 
regulate video content OTT, but the scope of the paper is pretty clearly limited to telco-type services. 
Comments on the consultation paper are due 10 December 2018. 
 
MIB Paper on Sports Sharing 
 
MIB has released a paper on sports-sharing which essentially promotes the ability for public content-
providers such as Doordarshan to automatically obtain valuable rights from sports-content providers in 
order to broadcast said content on FTA channels. The new proposal is a legislative amendment to broaden 
free transmission from just Doordarshan’s own terrestrial and DTH platforms, to include cable and other-
operator DTH platforms.   John Medeiros asserted that this is a bad idea. 
 
Japan MIC Network Neutrality Paper 
 
AVIA has offered to provide an umbrella for discussion with the Japanese Ministry of Internal Affairs and 
Communications with regards to issues related to net-neutrality that might affect content-industry 
providers. Several member companies expressed interest in attending a meeting in Tokyo with the MIC 
regarding this paper. 
 
Vietnam New Cybersecurity Law 
 
Vietnam has recently proposed new implementing regulations to support the cybersecurity law passed 
earlier this year. For example, some of the proposed regulations include localizing user data and requiring a 
permanent presence for certain companies operating on the internet in Vietnam. The intention seems to be 
not to include OTT video services in these restrictions. There was a general agreement that some language 
in the proposal needs to be clarified in order to determine whether it is relevant to OTT video content 
services. 
 
Next Meeting 
 
The next committee meeting will be held in Hong Kong at the AVIA office in Causeway Bay on 12 December 
2018. 


