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1. Louis Boswell Introduction 
 
CASBAA’s new CEO, Louis Boswell, participated in his first R-AP committee and took the opportunity to 
introduce himself to the committee members. He emphasized that the regulatory and anti-piracy work 
undertaken by the R-AP committee and CAP is one of CASBAA’s greatest strengths and is central to what 



 
 

CASBAA does as an organization. Boswell said he looks forward to continuing to work with the committee on its 
regulatory and anti-piracy efforts.   

2. ISD Update 

CAP Update  

Jason Chan, Operations Manager for the Coalition Against Piracy (CAP) gave an update on the coalition’s 

activities since November: 

• CAP has completed the landscape reports for its target countries. As part of the reports, CAP has identified 

the main infringing apps and subscription services in each of its target markets. The reports will inform the 

enforcement strategy in each country going forward.  

 

• In terms of online intermediaries, CAP has been actively engaging with e-commerce platforms, such as 

Lazada and Alibaba to work on implementing takedown processes to disrupt the sale of ISDs on their 

platforms. Lazada, the platform holding the largest share of ISD sales in SEA, has since taken steps to 

prevent the sale of ISDs on its website. CAP has also referred ISD retailers to Mastercard, and has 

successfully seen these retailers’ payment services suspended.   

 

• CAP has successfully worked with Facebook to remove pages that sell ISDs, as well as individual 

advertisements/posts on Facebook. So far, they haven’t observed any of the pages that were taken down to 

have reappeared.  

 

• CAP has partnered with the Chinese University of Hong Kong to perform digital forensic analysis on a 

selection of ISDs. The first set of ISDs has been sent to the university for analysis, and they expect to receive 

the results soon. The results will give CAP a better understanding of the infrastructure of different 

subscription apps, which will help inform their enforcement strategies.  

 

Singapore – Synnex Case 

Members of the ISD syndicate, Synnex, appeared in court on Friday, January 12th. The syndicate members were 

being privately prosecuted for violating Section 136 (3A) of the Copyright Act (authorizing infringement by 

selling fully loaded ISDs). The case has been brought by a coalition of rights holders in Singapore, represented in 

court by CASBAA’s Neil Gane. 

 No plea was made by the principal defendant, Mr. Jia Xiaofeng, the trading director of Synnex. His case was 

adjourned until Feb. 2nd. The second defendant, Abdul Nagib Abdul Aziz, who gave Mr. Jia retail space for Synnex 

to sell ISDs, also made no plea and had his case adjourned until January 26th.  

Unlike similar prosecutions occurring in the region (see Maige Case below), the main defendant was not found 

to be involved in re-transmitting or uploading illegal content onto the ISDs, only to be facilitating the sale of the 

devices. CASBAA eagerly awaits the result, as it could be a precedent setting case for Singapore.  The Straits 

Times article reporting on the case can be found here. 

Hong Kong Maige Case 

In December, the case resulting from a raid by Hong Kong Customs in 2014 against members of the Maige box 

network was concluded. All three remaining defendants pleaded guilty. One ISD reseller was convicted of 

copyright and conspiracy to defraud offences and given a jail sentence of 21 months. Two other defendants, 



 
 

who were found to have been re-transmitting illegal broadcasts of popular TV channels, were also convicted of 

copyright and conspiracy to defraud offences and given jail sentences of 21 and 27 months respectively.  

For more details, please see CASBAA’s press release.  

Australia Site Blocking  

Michael Schlesinger from the Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA) provided an update on two 

ongoing site blocking cases in Australia.  

MPAA studios recently filed a case with the federal court of Australia to block infringing online locations related 

to the illicit streaming app/add-on, HD Subs. The app is used on a number of piracy devices to facilitate the 

infringement of MPAA members’ content. The next management hearing will be held on Feb. 2nd and the federal 

court will hear the case of Mar. 15th. Already, the action of merely filing the case has seen positive results -- 

according to Schlesinger, since filing the case the infringing services provided by the app appear to have been 

disrupted.  

TVB is also seeking to block additional online locations related to several different devices and apps that were 

found to be infringing its content in Australia. This case is still in its preliminary stages.  

If the cases succeed, it will hopefully create a road map for disrupting piracy devices, apps and add-ons. 

Schlesinger noted the positive result from the second site blocking case in Australia this August has already had 

significant benefits in terms of reducing online piracy by closing down 49 websites and 82 domains. 

3. Hong Kong – ISP Licensing/Denial of Access Proposal  
 

In November, CASBAA stakeholders in Hong Kong met with the Hong Kong Secretary for Commerce and 

Economic Development, Mr. Edward Yau, to discuss issues surrounding IP protection. The Hong Kong 

stakeholders agreed to follow up the meeting with a letter to the secretary stating that Hong Kong could make 

substantial progress in the fight against online piracy without the need for creating new legislation. Instead the 

letter suggested putting in place a requirement for Hong Kong ISPs to deny access to infringing websites in Hong 

Kong. This measure could be implemented in a non-discriminatory way by placing a licensing condition on all 

Hong Kong ISPs. CASBAA has not received a response from the Hong Kong government since sending the letter 

and will now be writing  a follow up letter to the Chair of the Communications Authority.  

 

In the meantime, CASBAA is working on producing a legal brief jointly with Mayer Brown JSM that would lay out 

the plan put forward in the letter. Once the legal brief is prepared, CASBAA would like to invite HK government 

agencies to participate in a closed-door roundtable discussion about the proposal.   

 

4. USTR “Special 301” (IP Watchlist) Proceeding – CASBAA Submission 
 

Each year, CASBAA submits a response to the US Trade Representative’s Special 301 review. The objective of the 

review is to identify countries that deny adequate and effective protection of intellectual property rights. Based 

on this review, the USTR determines which countries to identify as “Priority Foreign Countries” for their 

watchlist.  

CASBAA is in the process of preparing its submission for this year’s review, due February 8th. In the past, CASBAA 

has focused on both traditional and online forms of piracy. However, given that online piracy become a far more 

significant problem than traditional forms of piracy, this year CASBAA’s submission will focus on online piracy. 

CASBAA’s submission will also make the point that the US government should encourage Asian governments to 

address the growing issue of online piracy in order to protect US content producers.  

http://www.casbaa.com/news/casbaa-news/selling-illicit-streaming-devices-isds-in-hong-kong-is-illegal/


 
 

The submission is due on February 8th. Before CASBAA’s response is submitted, a draft will be circulated to the 

committee in early February for review.  

5. Taiwan Labeling/Classification Issue  
 

In November, CASBAA prepared a letter to the chairperson of the NCC expressing concern about their 

implementation of unique classification/labeling rules that pose a significant burden on the TV and broadcasting 

industry, especially for international companies. The letter also requested to establish a dialogue with the NCC 

about this issue.   

There has been no response from the NCC to the letter as of yet. Member companies who have reached out to 

the NCC individually about this issue are also still waiting to hear back from the regulator.  

Action Item: Joe Welch and Jenny Wong will bring up the issue during their meeting with the NCC chairperson in 

Taiwan the week following the committee meeting.  

6. India Regulatory  
 

Recently, there have been concerns about the Indian government’s efforts to change the existing business 

model for channel distribution in India. The Telecom and Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) is considering 

requiring channels that are currently distributed in the C-Band by international satellites to only be distributed 

by Indian satellites. As part of this it has published a consultation paper on up-linking and down-linking in which 

it postulates auctioning TV channel broadcast rights.  

At Satcom 2017 in Mumbai, Joe Welch (21st Century Fox) laid out CASBAA’s position on satellite regulation in 

India. He urged the government to pursue its ease of doing business policy by removing the remaining 

constraints of using DTH bandwidth on foreign satellite operators and DTH operators.  

Additionally, CASBAA’s Satellite Committee is drafting a submission to the consultation paper mentioned above 

(due January 18th).  

7. Satellite Spectrum Issues – IMDA 
 

John Medeiros informed committee members in Singapore that the CASBAA Technology Advisory Group (TAG) is 

planning to organize a meeting with the IMDA to reiterate the importance of C-Band to receiving programming 

and transmitting channels in and out of Singapore. The TAG and Satellite committee, along with representation 

from CASBAA will meet with officials from the IMDA and underline the importance of continued usage of C-Band 

for broadcasting and satellite issues.  

8. Upcoming Events 
 

IIC Conference (Singapore, Feb. 6th - 7th) 

The International Institute of Communications (IIC) will convene industry members and policy makers for a 2-day 

telecommunications and media forum in Singapore. This is the first year an event will be held in Asia, and it is 

predicted to become a yearly event.  

For more information, please see: https://www.iicom.org/events/telecommunications-and-media-

forum/item/asia2018  

CASBAA OTT Summit (Singapore, March 20th - 21st) 

https://www.iicom.org/events/telecommunications-and-media-forum/item/asia2018
https://www.iicom.org/events/telecommunications-and-media-forum/item/asia2018


 
 

Regulatory issues surrounding OTT TV will be discussed. A preview of CASBAA’s regulatory survey will be 

released at the summit.  

CASBAA OTT Roundtable (Mumbai, March 23rd)   

Hong Kong in View (April 17th) 

9. AOB 
 


