
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regulatory and Anti-Piracy Committee Meeting Summary 

 
DATE 

  
Friday, 12 April 2019 
 

TIME  4:00-6:00pm HKT 
 

VENUE  Asia Video Industry Association 
20/F, Leighton Centre 
77 Leighton Road 
Causeway Bay, Hong Kong   

   

 
Present Online 

Joe Welch 21st Century Fox 21st Century Fox Yew Kuin Cheah 
Matt Kurlanzik 21st Century Fox Discovery Ross Biggam 
Clare Bloomfield AVIA Discovery Shalini Ratnarajah 
John Medeiros AVIA HBO Evelyn Sng 
Rachel Lau AVIA HBO Joshua Chin 

Jason Chan CAP HBO Lawrence Yuen 
  HBO Sheryl Kang 

  Independent Consultant Seowsi chin 

  MPAA James Cheatley 
  Nagra Pascal Metral 
  Netflix Shanta Arul 
  Singtel Grace Paul 
  Synamedia Simon Kim 
  TV18 R Jai Krishna 
  VIMN WH Loh 
  WarnerMedia Kenneth Leung 

 
1. Vietnam Amended TV Regulations 

 
John Medeiros (AVIA) explained that the Vietnamese continue to look at revisions of Decree 6, the pay TV 
regulations. Following an initial call for submissions in September 2018, several revisions later in March 2019 
ABEI sent a report to the MIC. This latest draft decree contains amendments negatively affecting the 
industry, including local content quotas, licensing of OCC, and ad regulations. AVIA sent a letter to the MIC 
Minister to re-iterate our concerns about the amendments.  
 
Subsequently, the Ministry of Justice called an appraisal meeting with industry stakeholders which AVIA’s 
representative attended. The summary of the appraisal meeting was sent to the committee prior to the 
meeting. At the meeting it was understood that the new proposed draft of amendments has shifted 
significantly negatively as it includes language which subjects OCC platforms to all existing pay TV 
broadcasting regulations. This includes regulations that would mean OCC platforms can only be licensed if 
they are Vietnamese companies, while foreign partners of joint venture companies will only be allowed to 
have a maximum stake of 49%, which will also require case-by-case approval from the prime minister. 
 
Joe Welch (21st Century Fox) expressed that the newly proposed draft is poised to effectively ban all foreign 
OCC platforms in Vietnam as no streaming service is likely to enter a minority JV with a Vietnamese entity. 
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There is an added risk as to other regional governments seeing this and implementing similar regulations. 
Welch added that advocacy regarding this issue was currently being taken up in the US with various 
government officials and industry stakeholders during a Vietnamese visit. It is hoped this will lead to a delay 
in implementing the proposed amendments to Decree 6. Otherwise, the amendments will be passed by the 
end of the month.   

 
2. Singapore Cross Carriage Consultation 

 
IMDA announced a consultation on a convergent media conduct code which will bring broadcasting and 
telecom services under the same regulatory code. The conduct code includes measures to expand cross-
carriage regulations to cover domestic Singaporean OTT services. Medeiros expressed that broadening the 
scope of cross-carriage measures has historically been ineffective, and extending traditional cross-carriage 
measures to regulate online content would be ineffective. A draft submission in response to the proposed 
cross-carriage measures has already been circulated to the committee. Please send any feedback on the 
submission to Medeiros at john@asiavia.org by Monday, 15 April. Member companies are also encouraged 
to make individual submissions to the IMDA.  

 
3. Singapore Copyright 

 
In February, AVIA and members met with the IMDA and MinLaw regarding a report on revising the Copyright 
Act, published by MinLaw in January. One of the key takeaways from the meeting is that provisions will be 
established to prevent traders from profiting off the import, sale, servicing, etc. of ISDs. Currently, AVIA is 
planning to submit comments to the IMDA and MinLaw in response to this report; the contents of the letter 
have yet to be discussed but will advocate for the ISD provisions to be fast-tracked in the legislation 
approval process.  

 
4. CAP Update  

 
Jason Chan (CAP) provided an update regarding CAP’s recent activities in Taiwan and the Philippines. 
 
Taiwan 
 
There has been a proposed amendment to articles 87 and 93 of the Copyright Law which would result in a 
maximum fine of 500,000 TWD and up to 2 years imprisonment for any illegal activity relating to illicit 
streaming devices (ISDs). Examples of illicit activities include selling infringing equipment or developing 
infringing apps for ISDs. The amendments have not been passed yet. 
 
Philippines 
   
Neil Gane (CAP) met with the Optical Media Board (OMB) to discuss the expansion of the Board’s 
enforcement jurisdiction. In July 2018, the Department of Justice announced the expansion of the definition 
of storage devices to USBs, set-top-boxes, etc. which allowed the OMB to regulate devices beyond DVDs. 
The OMB Chairman is also keen to expand their jurisdiction to the regulation of digital and online media. A 
bill is currently being drafted to create a new Anti-Media Piracy Commission, which will expand enforcement 
to digital media.  
 
Medeiros commended the strengthening of OMB’s enforcement arm but expressed concerns about placing 
additional fees on service providers through the expansion of the OMB’s jurisdiction. 
 

5. OCC Regulation 
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Medeiros and Clare Bloomfield (AVIA) provided an update on recent OCC self-regulation activities. 
  
Thailand 
 
After an outcry of negative feedback, discussions about proposing regulations on OCC “traffic usage fees” 
has been abandoned by the NBTC. Bloomfield attended a panel in Bangkok this month which encouraged 
the NBTC to consider self-regulation of OCC and the loosening of regulations on traditional pay TV services. 
Bloomfield also met with Khun Pasu of NBTC regarding the elections and its effects on the commission. 
 
Jai Krishna (Viacom18) asked how OCC regulation will develop in other countries. Medeiros mentioned that 
there are ongoing discussions about net neutrality in Japan, and Thailand is an example of a regulator who 
has abandoned OCC regulation entirely for the moment. Krishna added that OTT regulation in India is still on 
the agenda of Indian regulators, and there may be changes once the elections are over.   
 
Consultancy Project 
 
AVIA is moving forward with a consultancy project to conduct advocacy services for self-regulation of OCC. 
Medeiros predicts that the project details will be finalized and advocacy activities will begin in May 2019. For 
the time being, two ASEAN countries of concern need to be chosen by the stakeholders. 

 
6. Taxation Subgroup? 

 
In the last committee meeting, Sohni Kaur (Netflix) proposed the possibility of starting a taxation subgroup 
to address the taxation of OCC providers. A brief blurb about the subgroup was emailed to the committee 
prior to the meeting. Medeiros relayed a message from Annabel Archer (Turner) stating that taxation 
lobbying is a technical and specialized field that AVIA does not seem well-equipped to address. Since Kaur 
could not join this meeting, the discussion about the subgroup has been tabled until the next committee 
meeting. 
 

7. EU IP Submission 
 
AVIA will be drafting a submission, focused on addressing digital piracy in Asian countries, for the EU’s Public 
Consultation on the protection and enforcement of IP rights. AVIA is currently considering Hong Kong, 
Malaysia, Thailand, China, Vietnam and Indonesia for the submission. If any members have suggestions for 
countries AVIA should write about, please email Clare at clare@asiavia.org by 10 May. The submission 
deadline is 26 May.   

 
8. AOB 
 

Rachel Lau Leaving AVIA 
 
Rachel Lau, AVIA’s Regulatory Assistant will be leaving the association on 17 May 2019. Before Rachel’s 
successor arrives, you can contact Clare Bloomfield at clare@asiavia.org with any inquiries. 
 
It has been a pleasure working with you all and I’m grateful for the learning opportunity. Thank you and I 
wish you all the best! Please feel free to reach me at laurachel.rl@gmail.com. – RL  
 
Next Meeting 
 
The next committee meeting will likely be held in Singapore on the 18 or 19 June. If any members in 
Singapore are able to host the committee meeting, please email us.  
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